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force by presidential decree in virtue of the powers conferred
upon the President by Article 48 of the Constitution. The act
of decree could be disapproved by parliament and the Socialists
promptly tabled a motion declaring it ultra vires. It was now that
the weakness of the government was seen. They had indeed, or
the chancellor and his intimates had., thought out precisely what
they would do if the motion were carried. They had agreed not
to resign; the only other course was a dissolution. And it was
precisely a dissolution that they wanted to avoid, for it was clearer
even than it had been a few weeks ago that the only victors would
be the extremist parties. So, in spite of the bold acceptance of
the challenge, the unhappy chancellor was forced to do all that
an ordinary party leader would have done to avoid the defeat of
the government. He sought to come to terms with Hugenberg,
but that astute gentleman would have none of it. He saw no gain
now in conciliating the Centrum and he was more reconciled than
were individual members of his party to an extremist victory.
Close in touch with every centre of political life and kept fully
informed of the state of opinion by his agents, he was almost the
only politician in Germany who correctly gauged the possible
result of an election. But he was, alas, not the only politician in
Germany who thought that victory makes extremists less extreme,,
and he was honestly convinced that Hitler at the head of a mass
movement of millions would be easier prey than Hitler at the
head of a small, carefully chosen party. He laid down conditions
that the chancellor could not accept without surrendering entirely
to a faction at deadly strife with important sections of his own
coalition. The Socialists were obdurate; for them there was no
possibility of withdrawal. In a campaign which would raise a
dictatorship issue they did not dare let the leadership against
dictatorship be filched by the Communists.
The Reichstag fully appreciated the significance of the debate
which opened on July 18. Landsberg for the Socialists accused
the government of violation of the constitution. Article 483 he
declared, was there to be used only if the state were in jeopardy;
it was not in jeopardy now. To show the solidarity of the Cen-
trum, the most to the Left and the most staunchly republican

